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REWARDS FOR SERVICE
Introduction:
Throughout the history of the church, there have been those who object to the “Grace Gospel” because they say that people would not live for the Lord.
There are three basic ways the church has sought to keep the faithful, faithful:
1. If you don’t agree to live for and serve the Lord, He won’t save you - Front-Loading the Gospel.
2. If you don’t serve the Lord, you will lose your “eternal” life - Un-loading the Gospel.
3. If you don’t serve the Lord, then you were never saved in the first place - Back-Loading the Gospel.
The Bible teaches none of the above.

Key Question: If salvation is by faith alone plus not one thing, then, why would anyone desire to live for and serve the Lord? There are many other reasons besides working for eternal salvation or proving one’s faith.
Today we want to look briefly at some of the incentives for service found in the Bible.
I.   The Promise of Rewards
Revelation 22:12

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and ﻿﻿My reward (μισθοῦ wages) is with Me, ﻿﻿to give to every one according to his work. 

A. Rewards and Grace

1. Rewards are Totally Different from Salvation
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a. Salvation is a Gift without Payment
Ephesians 2:8-9
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; ﻿﻿it is the gift of God, ﻿not of ﻿﻿works, lest anyone should ﻿﻿boast”.
b. Rewards are Payment for Work.

Luke 10:7 for ﻿﻿the laborer is worthy of his wages -  “μισθοῦ”
2. They Are Mutually Exclusive 

Romans 11:6 
“And ﻿﻿if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work”.
Lordship salvation tries to put the Grace and works together. They say that you must ultimately do good works in order to get to heaven. Therefore, they are not teaching a grace salvation - a salvation that is absolutely free.
According to Paul, what they call grace is no longer grace: 

Once you add works, grace is no longer grace.
So it is not “Grace to you” after all.

God gives salvation. Then He pays us for work.

To confuse these two lines of truth is to subvert the “Doctrine of Grace” and the “Doctrine of works”.
This is not to say that there is no connection between God’s grace to us and the works we do for Him.
We cannot work for Him until He has given His Grace to us. Peter writes:

II Peter 1:3

“…as His ﻿﻿divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

Then he writes: 1:5-7
﻿﻿“giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue ﻿﻿knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control ﻿﻿perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and ﻿﻿to brotherly kindness love. 

The passive Christian life, “Let go and let God”, has no foundation in Scripture. 

No, we are active Christians who must apply “all diligence”.
Objection: Some say that working for rewards is selfish!
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B. Rewards and Selfishness

1. They Are Commanded by Jesus

Matthew 6:19-20

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
The reason is given in verse 21

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.
2. They Are Encouraged by Paul

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? ﻿﻿Run in such a way that you may ﻿﻿obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize ﻿﻿is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for ﻿﻿an imperishable crown. Therefore, I run thus: ﻿﻿not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and ﻿﻿bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become ﻿﻿disqualified. 

Paul did not run the race to gain for eternal life - that was his by Grace alone, but he ran for the reward, the prize. 
3. Biblical Selfishness is not Merely Self-Interest.
a. We are not taught to be disinterested in our own happiness or well being.

1) We desire to escape eternal punishment.

2) God gave Adam and Eve, “every tree… that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.

I Timothy 6:17

“God, who gives us richly all things ﻿﻿to enjoy”
b. Selfishness is not just the pursuit of self interest, but “pursuit of self interest in our own way”

4. Biblical Selfishness excludes love - i.e. if I am truly selfish, I don’t love others.

But, if I am pursuing heavenly treasures, I cannot afford to be unloving.

I Corinthians 13:1-3
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [e.g. I have nothing]. And though I have the gift of ﻿﻿prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, ﻿﻿so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And ﻿﻿though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body ﻿﻿to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.     [e.g.I get nothing].”
Loveless activity will go up in billows of smoke at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Summary: The doctrine of rewards is not only not selfish, it is one of the strongest Scriptural motivations for an unselfish, loving and merciful lifestyle.
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II. Other motivations

A. The Command of Christ

1. Fishers of men – Mark 1:17
“Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become ﻿﻿fishers of men.” 

2. The Great Commission - Matthew 28:19-20

“Go ﻿﻿therefore and ﻿﻿make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am ﻿﻿with you always, even to the end of the age. ﻿﻿Amen.” 

3. The sending of the Holy Spirit - Acts 1:8

“But you shall receive power ﻿﻿when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and ﻿﻿you shall be ﻿﻿witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and ﻿﻿Samaria, and to the ﻿﻿end of the earth.” 

B. Love and Gratitude

1. Living by faith in the Son of God - Galatians 2:20
“I have been ﻿﻿crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh ﻿﻿I live by faith in the Son of God, ﻿﻿who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
2. Constrained to live for Christ - II Corinthians 5:14-15
“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that ﻿﻿if One died  for all, then all died; and He died for all, ﻿﻿that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”
3. Loving Him who first loved us - I John 4:19
“We love ﻿﻿Him because He first loved us.
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Temporal Consequences for Sin

1. Warnings in Scripture

a. God is the Avenger of “all such” - I Thessalonians4:6
“that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord ﻿﻿is the avenger of all such…”.
b. Sin can lead to physical death - James 5:20
 “let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way ﻿﻿will save ﻿﻿a soul from death and ﻿﻿cover a multitude of sins”.
c. Jesus rebukes those He loves - Revelation 4:19
﻿﻿“As many as I love, I rebuke and ﻿﻿chasten. ﻿﻿Therefore be ﻿﻿zealous and repent”.
2. Examples in Scripture

a. David – II Samuel 11-12
Adultery and Murder - God forgave him, and restored him to fellowship and harmony with God, but the consequences of his sin remained until his death.

b. Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5

D. Temporal Benefits of Righteous Living

1. The Present Kingdom of God is not physical but spiritual. - Romans 14:16-18.
Speaking about eating meat offered to idols, Paul said:
“Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; ﻿﻿for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and ﻿﻿peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ in ﻿﻿these things ﻿﻿is acceptable to God and approved by men. 

Colossians 1:13
“He has delivered us from ﻿﻿the power of darkness ﻿﻿and ﻿﻿conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
Romans 14:17
“﻿for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and ﻿﻿peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

I Peter 3:10-12 (Quoting Psalm 34:12-16)
“He who would love life and see good days, let him ﻿﻿refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. Let him ﻿﻿turn away from evil and do good; ﻿﻿Let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil”
2. The future kingdom depends on this life.
I John 2:28
“And now, little children, abide in Him, that ﻿﻿when He appears, we may have ﻿﻿confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”.
Conclusion:

Much of the confusion about Christian living is caused by the search for the silver bullet, the one thing that will guarantee that the Christian is pleasing to God.
No such silver bullet exists. A careful study of the N.T. shows that there is indeed a Biblical doctrine of rewards.

Failure to recognize this truth has caused many to confuse it with the doctrine of salvation and has led to the unbiblical conclusion of “Lordship Salvation” that “if you don’t serve, you are not saved”; 
“Take hold and help God”
(In Your Salvation)
Even some Grace people try to make everything Grace and eliminate an merit from the Christian experience. This robs them of a potent and spiritually energizing motivation to do God’s will.

“Let go and let God”
(In Your Sanctification)
I’m going to let Paul’s final words be my final words on this subject.

II Tim 4:6-8

“For ﻿﻿I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of ﻿﻿my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me ﻿﻿the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous ﻿﻿Judge, will give to me ﻿﻿on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 
